why in the news?
Addressing anti-India notions through perception
management

way forward

Focus on youth employability and entrepreneurship
Ensuring early completion of projects

Providing appealing alternatives to China's investments

INDIA-MALDIVES

Instability in Maldives civil society
Anti-India sentiments in the new government
China's increasing influence and security threat /

Historical delays in project completion

Challenges in Relations

Bilateral trade reaching $323.9 million

Comprehensive Action Plan for Defence
Areas of Cooperation

Development cooperation in health, education, and
infrastructure

Open skies arrangement, bilateral visa facilitation

> <
agreement

Tourism collaboration

Recognition of Maldives since 1965

Amicable relations, maritime boundary treaty in 1976
Importance of India for Maldives

Enroll in Khabarveer to
Access Monthly PDF

New President-Elect's pledge to end Indian troop

g
presence

"India Out" campaign led by Progressive Party of
Maldives (PPM)

The campaign strongly
> opposed the Indian military's presence in the Maldives

Indian military presence raises sovereignty concerns

India’s Presence in Maldives It began in response to India's gift of Dhruv helicopters

in 2010 and 2015

About 70 Indian military personnel in radar stations;
Indian warships patrol EEZ

Neighbourhood first policy

Strategic location in the northern Indian Ocean including
Gulf of Aden, Strait of Hormuz and Strait of Malacca

First line of defense against maritime threats

Importance of Maldives for India

1988: military intervention (named Operation Cactus) to
prevent a coup

2004: assistance after the tsunami
First responder in crisis
2014: aid during the water shortage

2020: comprehensive help during the COVID-19 pandemic

Reducing China's influence in the Indian Ocean Region
(IOR)

Presence of Indian diaspora in health and education
sectors
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